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WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS.

wIIEREAS.

WHEREAS,

RESOI,UTION OF TIIE IOHONO O'ODIIAM LEGISf,ATIVE COUNCII,
(Supporting the Acquisition ofLands Near Alo, llrizona from the Rureau ofLand

Manag€rn€nt and Hia-Ced O'odharn Alliance, and Establishing Do'ag Vecho
Land Recovery Delegatlon)

RESOI,UTION NO, 23.II5

"[i]t shall be thc policy of the Tohono O'odharn Nation to seek Xhe return to Xhc

Tohono O'odhan Nation of larrds and rratural resorrrces, inclrrding rninerals and
water rights, within or adjaccnt to the Tohono O'odham Nation, or which
origlnally wer€ a part of the historic Papagueria" (Constitution of th€ Tohono

O'odharr Nation, Artlcle xvl, Section 9); and

the Tohono O'odham llegislative Council is vested with the power rrby law,

ordinance or resolutiorr . . . to purchase or otherwise acquire property" and to

"consult, negotiatc and conclude agxecmcnts and contracts on behalf of the

Tohono o'odha|n Nation with Fedcral, state and local governrrcnts . on all
rnatters within the authority of the Tohono O'odharn Councll" (Constitution,

Article vI, section l(i)(3) and section l(f)); and

the Tohono O'odharn Nation has identified sensitive Iands that may be available

for acquisition in western Pirna County, Arizona near the Aio community that
were originauy part of the historic Papagueria, including (f) the 20 acre Do'ag

vecho (Daxby wells) cemetcry, which is privately owned and maintaincd by the

Hia-Ced O'odham Alliance; (2) additional arca around the Do'ag vecho cemetery'

which is currently rnanaged by the Unitcd States Bureau of Land Managernent

("BLM"); and (3) the Do'ag Vecho villagc site, which is currently malraged by the

BLM (collectively, "Do'ag Vccho Properties"); and

for generations, rnembexs ofthe Nation livcd at thc Do'ag vecho viUage site and

have buried thcir farnily members at thc nearby Do'ag Vecho cemctcry, and

continue to returrr to th€ ar€a to celebrate, gather, and rnourn with their families;

and

by Resolution Nos. 96-138 and 96-270, thc Lcgislative Council previously pursucd

the acquisition of thG Do'ag vecho cem€tcry and village site, a|rd ultimatcly

authorized thc Hia-Ccd o'odharn Alliance's acquisition of th€ Do'ag vecho

cernctery frorn the BLM; and

the PresidenVCEO ofthe Hia-Ced O'odham Alliance, Lorraine Eiler, is advocating

for the restoration of the Do'ag vecho Ptoperties to the Nation, and has

communicated the IIia-Ced O'odham Alliance's fuU support for conveying Do'ag

vecho cemetery to thc Nation for acquisition in trust by the United States; and
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RESOf,UTION NO. 2a.ll5
(Supporting the Acquisition of Lands Near Aio, Arizona from the Bureau of lland Management and
IIia-Ced O'odhaln Alliance, and Establishing Do'ag Vecho Land Rccovery Delegation)
Page 2 of3

WIIERf,AS,

WIIEREAS,

WIIEREAS, the BI,M has allirmed its supportoftribal co-stewardshlp offederal lands to frrlIIlI
the Unlted Statcs' trust obligation to fedcrally rccognizcd tribes and protcct the
treaty, rcugious, subsistence, and cultural interests ofthe tribes; and
the ultimate obiectivc of the acquisition will be to acquirc the lro'ag Vecho
Properties to be held in trust by the United States for non-gaming purposes; and
it is in the Nation's best intcrests to cvaluate the Do'ag Vecho properties, and to
authorize regotiations for their acquisition, srrbject to frnal approval by
Ilegislative Council resolution.

NOW' THEREFORE' BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislative Council supports the acquisition ofthe
Do'ag Vccho Properties.

BE IT FINAI,LY RESOLVEL tlTat the Legislative Council authorizes thc Agricultural and Natural
Rcsources and Cultural Prescrvation Committees' chairpersons and vice
chairpersols, and the Nation's chairperson or, in the chairperson's absence, the
Nation's vice chairpcrson (coUectively, "Do'ag vecho Recov€ry Delegation"), to
conduct negotiations for acquiring the Do'ag Vecho Properties, provided that:
(r) the Do'ag vecho Rccovery Dclcgation shall act solely as a group, shall have

a maiority present to take any action, and shall regularly rcport to tlre
Agricultural and Natural Resources and Cultural Prescrvation
Comrn.ittces and report to the Legislative Council evcry four rnonths and

as necessary; and

any resulting agreement(s) shallbe subiectto trnal approvalby Legislative

council resolution.
The foregoing Resolution was passed by thc Tohono O'odham Legislative Council on the l2:I
day of APRIL,2II;I3 at a meeting at which a quorum was prescnt with a vote of 3'2lE,O FOR; -O-
acAINsTi :0: NoT voTINc; and IlUl ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the councll by,
Article VI, Section l(D and Section l(ix3) and Article XVI, Section 9 and Article VI, Section l(b) of
the Constitution of the Tohono O'odharn Nation, adoptcd by the Tohono O'odharn Nation on
Ianuary la, 1985; and approved by the Acting Dcputy Assistart Secretary - Indian Alfairs
(Operations) on March 6, 19t6, pursuant to Section 16 ofthe Act offune 18, 1934 (48 Stat.984),

(2'
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RESOLUTION NO. 23-'I15
(Supporting the Acquisition of [ands Near Ajo, Arizona from the Bureau of Land Managcment and
Hia-Ced O'odharn Alliance, and Establishing Do'ag Vccho Land Recovery l)elegation)
Page 3 of3

Bvonne wllson, Legislq

/7 u^ro, ,2023

Said Resolution was submitted for approval to
o'odham Nation on the , It ilav of I wIL , 2023 at X A1 o'clock, r1 .n.,
pursuant to the provisions of Section S of Article

ollice of the Chairman of the Tohono

VII of th€ Constitution and will become
either approve or disapprove it rvithin 48effective upon his approval or upon h.is failure to

hours of submlttal.

II
II

ITPPBOVED

DISIIPPROVED

ootne / 7 aay or

at Z) D ..'"tocu,

Returned to the f,egislative secr etary onthe /1 day oI
..? -.lq ,2o23,a1 A:5t o'crock, E-.*r.

IIONO O'ODIIAM LEGISINTIVE COUNCIL

NED NOREIS, }R., CH
TOHONO O'ODIIAM NATION



MSOf,UTTON NO. 23-rr5

ACTIONI SUPPORTING THE ACOUISNION OF I,ANDS NEAR AIO, ARIZONA FROM TIIE BUREAU OF IITND
MANAGEMDNT IIND HIA-CED O'ODHAM A-LLIAIICE, IIND ESTABf,ISHING DO'AG VECHO I,AND
RECOVERY DELEGATION

MOVf,D: COUNCILWOMAN MARIIII(AY HENRY SECOND: COUNCILMAN ROGER MAI\IUEL

DATE| IiPRIL 12,2023

DISTRICT I,EGISLATIVE REPRESENTATIVES
#oF

VOTES FOR AGAINST
NOI

VOTING IIBSENT

SIF OIDIII(
245.6

I. MARY [OPEZ
(ltnn M. Garcia)

2. LUCINDA A.LLBN /.4DJe'',
(Francis Eomerr'!.tew al (Pre s e n t)

122.4

122.4

x
x x

SELI,S t . ARTIIUR lryILSON (Absent)
(shelia Espino) (Prer€rtt,

2. EVELYN JUAN MANUBL
(Arvada Liston)

274.25

27a.25

x
x

SCIIUK TOAK
r90.5

I.IER-ESA F. DON/IJIUE
(AJbcrta Espinoza)

2. DEI]ISA M. RAMON
(Sharon A. Francisco)

95.24

95.2S

x
x

SAN XAVIER
242.6

I. DANIEL I].4. PRXSTON III
(Rachcal Vilson-Stonei)

2. fANTCE FELIX
( )

121.3

121.3

x
x

SAN LUCY
241.4

I . I/$IA MONTANA
(Lorraine M. Eilcr)

2. ROGER MANUEL
(Christina Andrcws)

r21.9

12t.9

x
x

PISINEMO

2?2.7
I . M]\ruEITA MARIIN
(,

2. EDWARD D. MANUEI,
(Monica Morgan)

rr6.35

r 16.3 5

x
x

IIICXIWIIN
216,6

l. louls R. !]oPEz()
2. DEI,MA M. G/IRCIA
(l

104.3

t0t.3

x
x

GU VO
27tJ.7

I. GRACE MANUEL
()

2. CYNTHIA SAAVEDRA
(Dallas r,ewis)

135.35

135.35

x
x

GU ACtrI
274.5

I. TIMOIIIY [,IOAQUIN
()

2, VICIORIA IIOBBS (Absent)
(Tonya L, foaqutur, (Prcacna)

139.25

r39.25

x
x

CHUKUI XUI(
351.6

I. MARIIII(AY III]NRY
(Billlnan Lopez)

2. VIVIAII JUAN-SAI]NDERS
(Cornclius Antone)

175.4

175,4

x
x

868OQUIVARI
3a8,9

l. AIBERIA|. RAY
(Frances G. Antone)

2. LEANDEN MASE
(Francine Schooling)

794.45

194.45

x
x
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