
RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAJ.ll LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Supporting Tohono O 'odham Utility Authority Grant Application to Department of Interior' s 

Tribal Eledrific:ation Program to Develop and AdJninister an Energy EHic:ienc:y PrograJD) 

RESOLUTION NO. 24·059 

1 WHEREAS. tlae Tohono O'odham Nation (""Nation") is a federally recognized Indian tribe, 

2 

3 

4 

organized pursuant to Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Ad of June 18, 

1934 (48 Stat. 984; 25 U.S .C. § 476), whic:h exercises sovereignty over both its 

members, its enterprises, and its lands; and 

5 WHEREAS, the Constitution of the Tohono O ' odha1n Nation vests the Legislative Council with 

6 the authority to " authorize. charter and regulate public: or private corporations 

7 

8 

9 

10 

and associations whether organized for profit, or for non-profit or charitable 

purposes" and " to proJDote, protect and provide for public: health, peace, moral~, 

education and general welfare of the Tohono O'odham Nation and its members" 

(Cons titution, Article VJ, S ection l(e) and Section l(c)(2)); and 

11 WHEREAS, the Sec:ond Restated Plan of Operation of the Tohono O 'odhana Utility Authority 

12 

13 

14 

(" TOUA Plan of Operation"), 24 Tohono O ' odlaaJD Code Chapter I, was adopted 

by R esolution No. 91 ·I 7."J (TOUA was formerly known as the .. Papago Tribal 

Utility Authority" and was originally established pursuant to Resolution No. 08-

15 70); and 

16 WHEREAS, the stated purposes of the TOUA ltlanage1nent Board include, aJDong otlaer 

17 

18 

19 
20 

21 

22 

23 

purposes, the purpose to "plan for, 11rovide and furnish utility services to all areas 

within the Tohono O' odham Nation, where such services are deterIDined to be 

feasible and ec:ouomic:," " promote the use of utility services where available in 

order to improve the health and w elfare of the reside nts of tlae Tohono O'odham 

Nation," and to "'ac:quire, c:oustrud, operate, naaintain, proJDote and expand utility 

systems ..• within the Tohono O 'odham Nation." (24 Tohono O' odham Code 

Chapter I , Section 4 .A. I , 2 , and 3.); and 

24 WHEREAS, Section 5 of TOUA's Plan grunts TOUA "tlae franchise, right, permit, eas ement and 

25 

26 
27 

28 
29 

privilege of placing, erecting, c:oustruc:ting, repairing, removing, replacing, 

maintaining. using and 011eratir1g public: utility s ystems, lines and facilities . • . 

together with the right of ingress and egress .• • on, over, under and across 

unallotted lands of the Tohono O'odham Nation ••• " subject to the provisions of 

TOUA's Second Re.~tated Plan of Operations as adopted into .24 Tohono O 'odham 

3 0 Code, Chapter I; and 

31 \VUEREAS, the Beneficial Eledrilic:ation League ( .. BEL" ) is a nonprofit organization dedicated 

32 to proIDoting benelic:ial elec:trilication of the ec:onomy and DEL has an initiative 
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that seeks to improve the energy efficiency of the home and BEL desires to advance 

2 this initiative on the reservation; and 

3 WHEREAS, TOlJA with the support of DEL will apply for a grant from the D epartment of 
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33 
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Interior' s Tribal Eledrific:ation Program, which will help develop a program that 

will a.~sist in making the homes eledrilic:ation•ready and provide on the ground 

oversight for a Tribal Dome Eledrific:ation and Appliance Rebate program by 

leveraging federal electrification rebates to homeowners within the Reservation 

)lembership. 

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED that the Tohono O' odham Legislative Counc:il hereby 

supports TOUA •s application to the Department of Interior's Tribal Electrification 

PrograJD and recognizes the project 1•roposed in TOUA's application will involve 

collaboration and participation from the Beneficial Electrification League. 

The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono O 'odhaJD Legislative Council on the 14TH 
day of FEBBIJABY 2024 at a meeting at which a quoruJD was present with a vote of 3.263.3 
FOB; ·O· AGAINST; ·O· NOT VOTING; and w..aJ ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the 
Council by Article VI, Section IW and Section I~ of tlte Constitution of tlte Tohono O'odham 
Nation, adopted by the Tohono O'odham Nation on January 18, 1986; and approved by the Acting 
Deputy Assistant Secretary • Indian Affairs (Operations) on ~larch 6, 1986, pursuant to Section 
16 of the Ad of .Jw1.e 18, 1934 (48 Stat.984). 

TOIIONO O 'ODIIAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

~giolative Chairwoman 

fQ day of 9'~ , 2024 

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary 

_...........(jz}_ day of ~ • 2024 

Said Resolution was submitted for • oval to he office of the Chairman of thgohono O'odham 
Nation on the ~ day of , 2024 at / :t(Q o'clock, .m., pursuant 
to the provisions of Section 5 of Article VI of the Constitution and will bee: me eifedive upon 
his approval or upon his failure to either approve or disapprove it within 48 hours of suhntlttal. 
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TODONO O'ODllAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

\Vavalene M. Saunders. Legisla tive Cltairwoman 

/ 

day of {-v~'ri.c O,_tv- f on the f-:0 APPROVED 

( ) DISAPPllOVED 

ned to the Legislative Secretary on the QJ day of 

--1--A~:L..!..:~~----• 2024, at fJ j f C..( o 'dock. ~.111. 

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Se cre tary 

• 2024 



RESOLUTION NO. 24-0S9 

ACTION: SUPPORTING TOUONO o·oooA.\l IJTILITY AUTHORITY GRMT APPLICATION TO DEPAHTHENT 
OF INTERIOR'S TRIBAL ELECTRIFICATION PROGRA.\I TO DEVELOP A.~D ADHINISTER A.~ 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAi\I 

HOVED: COIJNCILWOHAN VICTORIA DOBBS SECOND: OOUNCILWO.HAN EVELYN J1JAN HANIJEL 

DATE: t'EBRUARY 14. 2024 

#OF NOT 
DISTlllCT LEGISLATl\'E REPHESE1'"TATl\1ES VOTES FOil AGAINST VOTI NG AllSENT 

IJAIJ@qUl\'A RI I. LEAND ER ltlA.~E 197. 1 x 
:19-1.2 

(Fraacin4' Sc-hooling) 
197. 1 x 

2 . .JES.~E NAl 'A R RO 

(~rta .J . Ray) 

ClllJKur KUK J. l 71\71AN .JUAN·SAUl\"DEHS 177.:1.'i x 
;).')LI. 7 

(Corneliu# Antone) 
177.:U x 

2. ltlAllLAKAl ' llENln' 

( ) 

GU AClll I. \"14,;TOHIA llOIJUS I 11.:15 x 
282.7 

(Tonya L • .Jom1uin) 
I 11 . :J.'i x 

2. TDI OTll\. L .JOAQIJU\ 

(.Je rome L .Joaquin) 

GUVO I. DALLAS LEWIS 1:1u.o x 
276.0 

( ) 
1:m.o x 2 . LESLIE U }NA 

(Groce ltl anu••I) 

lll(;KI WAN l. DELltlJ\ ltl . GAH CI A 110.25 x x 
220.5 

( ) 

2 . LOUIS ll. LOPEZ 
110.25 x 

(Loretea A . Orft-go) 

PISll\EltlO I . EDWARD D. ltlANUEL 11 8 . 1 x x 
:l:JG.2 

(ltloni- ltl organ) 
I I U.I x 

2. PA.llELA .J. llENAl'lDEZ 

(Nora .J. Huelru11) 

SAN LUC\' 1. ROGEi& ltlANIJEI, a:w.n x 
;.!.'57.6 

(Ch riidino Aml r4''ft'li) 
128.6 x 

2. GUH UJ\ ltl . llJ\iUIREZ 
(Lorraine :ti . Eih' r) 

SAN XAl' IER I . JANICE t 'ELIX 122.25 x 
2'-11.5 

( ) 
122.25 x 

2 . DA1'°1EL L.A . P R &\"l'OX ITI 
( ) 

SCll UK TOAK I. DELISA ltl. HAJUON 9 .'i.9 x 
191.6 

(Sluaron A . l<'ranf·~) 
9 .'i.9 x 

2. T H EO H I A CiU ll"I LLO 
( llelK-~«:n A 11n l 'n l••n fine) 

SELL~ 1. E l ' EL\.N ,J IJAN·ltlANIJEL 279.0 x 
558.0 

(Ar't'ada Li#foo) 
279.0 x 

2 . JANET II. ELEANDO 
( ) 

SIFOIDAK l . Lt:CINDA ALLEN(A66ellliJ 12:J.SS x x 
2-17. l 

(Fram•i# llom.-wyfo .. 'a) (Pre- llliJ 
I 2:l.5 .i x 

2. WA\ 'ALENE :ti . SAUNDERS 
(~lary Lopt•z) 

TOTAL 3,:.!63.30 3,:.!63.3 ·O· ·O· 103) 


