
TITLE 17 - HEALTH AND SAFETY 

CHAPTER 4 - FIREWORKS 

Legislative History: Ordinance No. 07-82, "Papago Fireworks Safety Ordinance," was 
enacted by the Papago Council on June 11,1982 and approved by the Papago Agency 
Superintendent on June 17, 1982. 
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11 ORDINANCE OF THE PAPAGO TRIBAL COUNCIL 
PAPAGO FIREWORKS SAFETY OROINAACE 

mm. NO. 07-82 

1 Statement of Purpose: An ordinance regulating the manufacture, sale. 
possession,. use, distrj,bution. display or explosion 
of fireworks within the exterior boundaries of the 
Papago Reservation. 
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4 BE IT ENACT EO by the Council of the Papago Tribe of the Papago Reservation, 
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as follows: 

Section 1 

Section 2 

Section 3 

Section 4 

Section 5 

Short Title 

This ordinance may be cited as the Papago Fireworks Safety 
Ordinance. 

Interpretati on 
This ordinance Shall be deemed an exercise of the poi ice power 
of the Papago Tribe for the protection of the public welfare. 
peace and safety of the people of the Papago Reservatton~ and 
all provisions of this ordinance shall tie liberally construed 
for the accomplishment of this purpose. 

Oef; n itions 
In this ordinance. unless the context otherwise requires: 
A. "Fireworks" means any combustible or explosive composition. 

substance or combination of SUbstances. or any article 
prepared for the purpose of producing a visible or audible 
·effect by combustion, explosion, deflagra.tion or detonation. 
and toy cannons in which explosives are used. the type of 
oa 11 oon wh i ell requ ires fire undernea th to prope 1 it. f i re­
crackefS~ torpedoes. skyrockets, roman candles. daygo bombs. 
sPilfklers or other fireworks of like construction. fireworks 
cOntaining any explosive or combustible compound. and any 
tablet or other devis.€! containing an explosive substance. 
The term "fi reworks" does not include toy pis to 1 s. toy canes. 
toy guns or other devices in which paper caps c'Ontaining not 
more than twenty~five hundredths grains 'Of explosive compound 
are used if constructed so that the hand cann'Ot come in 
contact w1th the cap when in place for the explosion, or toy 
pist'Ol paper caps which contain less than twenty hundredths 
grains of explosive mixture, or nxed ammunition or primers 
therefor. 

B. "Person" includes individual, partnership, firm or corporation 

Fireworks Prohibited 

A. Except as otherwise provided by this ordinance it is unlawful 
to sen. offer or expose for sale. use .. explode or possess 
any fireworks within the exterior boundaries of the Papa.go 
Reservation. 

S. This section shan not be c'Onstrued to prohibit or restrict 
the possession of.aerial set pieces designed for use in 
pyrotechnical displays. or the display .of such set pieces 
by the Papago Tribe. Districts. villages, fair associations 
and not-for-profit organizations or groups who have obtained 
a permit in accordance with the terms .of this ordlrHlnce. 

Permit for Public Display 

A. The Papago Tribe. Districts> vi nages. fair associations 
and not-far-profit organizations or groups may apply for 
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Section 6 

Section 7 

Section 8 

permits for supervised public displays Qf fireworks frOOl 
the Chairman of the Papago Tribe. 

B. Application for a permit shall be accompanied by written 
evidence that the District in which the display is to be 
located has approved of such display. Each app1ication 
shall be made in writing not less than five days prior to 
the date of the di$play.Every display shall be handled by 
a competent operator, and shall be of a character and located 
dischargecl and fired so that it will not be hazardous to 
property or endanger any person. Before a permit is granted I 
the operator. location and handling of the disphy shan be 
approved after i Ilvestigation. by the fire chi ef of ih~ lIill age 
or the Papcago police as is appropriate. After a permit is 
granted, the sale. possession. use and distribution of 
fireworks for the display shan be lawful for that purpose. 
No pennit is transferable or assignahle, 

Permitted Uses 
This ordinance shall not be construed to prohibit; 

1. The sale by a wholesaler, dealer or jobber of fireworkS 
which are not prohibited by this Qrdinance. 

2. The use of fireworks by transportation agencies for 
signa 1 purposes or i 11 umi nat i on. 

3. The sale or use of explosives for blasting or other 
legitimate industrial purposes. 

4. The use offireworl<s or explosives, or both, by fartllers~ 
ranchers iind their employees. and by Tribal and federal 
emp 1 cyees who manage w11 d1 if e resources, to ra 11y. dri ve 
or otherwise disperse concentrations of wildlife for 
the purpose of protecting property or w11d1 ife. 

Seizure 

The ?iipago ponce, or other peace officer shall seize. remove 
or cause to be removed. at the e8-pens€ of the owner. a 11 fi re­
wor.ks or combustibles offered or exposed for sale. stored or 
possessed in vioiation of this ordinance. 

Violation 
Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance shan 
be guilty o.f an offense punishalbe by a fine of not more than 
five hundred dollars. or by imprisonment in the tribal jail for 
not more than six months, or both. Nothing. however, in this 
ordinance shall be construed to authorize or require the criminal 
trial ana punishment of non-Indians except to the extent allowed 
by any applicable present or future Act of Congress or any 
applicable court decision. 

The foregolng Ordinance was duly enacted by the Papago Council On the 11th 
27 day of June , 1982. at a meeti n9 at wh; eh a quorum was present with a vote of 

980.0 ror; 84.0 against; 84.0 not voting; and 0 absent, 
28 pursuant to the authority vested in the Papago Council by Section 2 (e), (f), 

(h). and {m} and Section 3 (b) , ee) and (h) of ArtiC1e V of the Constitution 
29 and By-laws of the Papago Tribe as amended. ratified by the Papago Tribe on 

December 12. 1936~ and approved I>Y the Secretary of the Interior on January 
30 6. 1937. (48 Stat. 984). pursuant to Section 16 of the Act of June 18, 1934. 

Said Ordinance is effective a501' the date of its approval by the Superin-
31 tendent of the Papago Agency. and is subject to review by the Secretary of 

the Interior. 
32 
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ORDINANCE APPROVED this 17 

ILJ/06-82 

THE PAPAr.O COUNCIL 

. or 
Superintendent.Papago Agency 



United States Department of the Irlterior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFliAIRS 

PUOI-;N1X Al~EA OFltlct 
P .. O. UUN 7007 

Photon ix, AritonB. 8S011 

Tribal Operations 
(602) 241-2314 
ITS 261-2314 23 JUt 19at 

. ~ . Chairman, Papago Council 

Dear Mr. Norris: 

On June 11, 198Z. the l'apagb Council enacted Ordinance No. 07-82. 
Subject ordinance 1:'egulat:~s the ma.nufacture, sale, POSS(!SSiOt'lJ use, 
distribution, displa.y or oxplosion of fireworks within tue oxterior 
bounda:de.s of the Papago Reservat1on. 

rn. our review, we find no leeal objec1:.1011 to its passage. 1 hereby 
ooncur vita the. Suped:ntendGut's JUno 11 approval. and Ordinance 
No. 07-82 tBmains in full force and effect as of the date of appro~al. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~u~~ 
Attachment 
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