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TITLE 19 - LAND 

CHAPTER 2 -_NONMEMBER LAND LEASES 

Legislative History: Ordinance No. 15, 'To Regulate the Use and Occupancy of Tribal 
Lands by Non-members of the Papago Tribe," was enacted by the Papago Council on 
June 20, 1947 and approved by Sells Indian Agency on June 29, 1947, and amended 
by Resolution No. 351 (replacing the word "assignment" with ''lease'' throughout 
Ordinance No. 15), which was enacted by the Papago Council on February 6, 1948 and 
approved by the Sells Agency Superintendent on February 13, 1948. 

Note: In an unsigned letter dated August 8, 1947 from the Sells Agency Superintendent 
to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the Superintendent stated that his approval of 
Ordinance No. 15 was subject to changing the word "assignment" to "lease" "whenever 
it refers to non-members of the tribe." As noted above, Ordinance No. 15 was 
subsequently amended by the Papago Council to make this substitution. 
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OH.DI~ANC1& 
OF 

'!\n~ PAPAGO COUNCIL 

To Re~a. te the Use and Occupancy o:t Tn bal 
Lands By mon-members o~ the PapaSo '1'r1bol 

It shnl1 be unlaw1'ul for any pf~reon, other than an emplo.1oe of the Oovernt!.ent. or 
the United $tatfJ8 on Oi liein..,l business or a m.ember of the fapl.l,go 'l'ribo of Arizona, 
tt) UlS~ Ql" occupy Tribal Land within the fa-pago, San Xaviar, or GUa Send ~eet:-,)rva-
t 1,006 '111thout 1'11"8t having out~ir~d trOlf:!. th~ PHpago Councll a. -writ-ton ~.I..'Edgl'r:Zent to 
t}'vat l~d. It shall also bl} u,nLl').~·.ful for aJ\I euch person to uee 0.1" occupy the 

(~f~s1gndtl.;mt)of a lt~ber at theI'apaeo 'friba without. first h:~vina obt.ained \~rU.ten 
Pi:i!l"'.::l:1'lliion from the h:.t.pago Council. 

;)ectlon II - Application !pr ASBi(~f'6on! 

Al),,Y parlSon desir1ng an a55ia,'ft4ent of Trlb14.. Land under-thi8 Ordinance. and any 
p-arson deslrlng to use or occupy tl'leta!E8ig&'aot\of a liilafub~ or the Papago Tribe 
under this ordinance, shall make 'Writtt;ll apJ.;,1icatlon th3rotor to tho far;a.i;0 
Council. Apfil.J.cHtions tor a35ii~hments lliU.!lt ~t.at.c. thiS U1l'~ to which. the land is to 

.' 

be i·,ut, .c.ust contain an a.ceur<l.tu de5cl·ir~t.ion of tha land foj.- which a:.'HJigniuont 1$ 
~oueht, a nd must be secom,pe.rded by four caplea ot a n accurate plot plAn 1)£ that .land. 

~).]ctlon III - District Council I\(!tion ROf!uired , I} 

. I , A ". 
A~ppllcntionfJ ror seai5n.1wmts or for the use ot;'assigDlll<ttJta! under this Ordinance 
sh<ill b~~ tr<!ll.os:;,lttm1 by tho Pnpllgo Coulleil to the District' Council ot the Di~tdet;· 
in \.hich thG l<~!ld. 1:1 lceat.cd, and th~ District Council shall. ruturothe ap1-.11e~\t,.lQn 
to thl& h'ipago Council within onc month. ~ith its reco[.ut~\lt1i1datl(m.· t;o aliitil~in.:O!.;:nt or . 
purllilJaion to U:'.'ld .an~o5ign:")~nt)5ha.ll b" granted by the 1-'a!)8,iiOiCouneil unlesS' tha . 
;'jistl"ict Council has given its approval, hU)VI1Jit:D thut, if the DiBtrict Counell; 
doe::l not submit ita rOeOililtl0f,dation within ona lll,Q"th, tho Papa go Council mal act, ,_ i 

w!lthout tho Uistrlet Couneil ar,pro·val. . 

. I 
;;ecUon IV - V~lid pt~ri()rt or ,.l,,":5.Ll,.!X(mts 

A(';:sie::n.moKts of la.nd under t hie ordinl),nee shall be valid unUlntvoi.r.ed by t.~e 
h~paeo Council, but. 8iBIl beeo~) invalid itM1eciiat.el3'. 

A) If tho, rl".lnt.nl !co beeomtlll delinquont" 
2) It the utJe tOl'" which the 1;tsai,snnamt Wllf) granted eeasel:l, • 
C) If t.he o..,ml:}l"13h1.p of thtll improV(lfJOnt:s upon the a~i:::s1{7if;lent 18 t.ran&iex·red, or 
D) If' thu l"".gulll\.tion:l eOV(~rr!iIlg tha conduot of nen-Indians on Indian l(uld are 

viobted b,Y- the atl15ignoiil, £ £,e;"boer of his fmaily, or hill (;:(.·,ployt;e • 
. " 

r.) ;~lth thtt e);(!~~pt1one pI'ov1d6d in (0) and (C) of this St.lt!ti01'1, ~ch parson : . 
I'i1celving an aat.ii:~l;'!;.;~mt of land under this ordinl-:..nc~ uhall yay to tty::; \;ifA!gO 
'Trihe a rantal f,~e of ~5().()O per year for 6M:h acr6 witb-in th·,il 8,s~i::m.hmt. 
'J'b6 r.;mt;'tl y~H' $hnll beEin ~.1ch July 1, and !'<:lntcl fUGD tih~ill bC(~.XL(j duo 
<'dld ;:;lY1lIJlu Uk<..ir; that tisto Lor tb" y~,;"'r \x'cinJu,n::; on thut ::'i,.i;."",. ;.~!i'.};init;t: 
r;ort.ioHs of <:'i. rUJiL1:,,1 'j8Llr and ,J;:rr.wtions of nn ~,:cro 3f1:L:"l b~;; ch;"r'£(;(l [d'..) n:.ta .. 



c) In specific taBes, wht.;lre the tUllO i8 -of benefit. to the FapaLl'() 'friba a od not. 
for Pdr{~qrml gain,. the Papago COWle!l 'f!J.Q.1 set l~l;as~r rental t~e:.. 

5ilction 'rJ - PrllS"'l'lt Usc Confimed 
, ./ 
Applie~~t.ion.$ tor 9.saig,{nt:Jent.s by porBons using andoee:u.pying fribal Land prior t.o 
the d!~tc) on whlch this 0rdlnanet) bceom~8 etfectivfl nha.ll be apl>roved hy the f'apago 
Council and the Diut.rlct Council nu.tomntlca.lly, yl"Ovidi;H1 thAt the applicd,ion its 
tE;lt'lly for the) l·;~nd t.h.m occupied,. t.nd the use then being made of. it •. Provided 
tLl:it a.r'i·1ication3 for such a:H,l:;[r..tiente !.llay boa tI!lde at f1.ny t.ime pr1f,)r to :;~c;;1mbm· 30, 
19/+7, hut tlhl f0nt.'\1 period 5hall cogin July 1, 1947. 

v' 
~1oction VII - Size of .'139.i .. ,run'mt8 

./ 
11!;)slsr'.!.:.('~nts of 'tribal Land under .thiB Ord1n~nee shall be :mde onJ.T top the amount 
of hnd f.lcttk1.11y neco;Js.!'ll"1 tor the use and ocoupancy intended. but shall con",1st. 
of one cont1euOU5 piace, e::tc;,;pt ,,(thera br~ken by hi~.;h,"ay riehtn-of-l'my. 

~'0ctlQl'l VBI -:ilspoalt.ion ot ItBVt!itlUtlIS ... 

Cne-hetl! ~f eJ.i revenuas t\ccruing under thia Ord1nMco shall be pale into tho 
G<;Ir.0ral foaund or the f't.pago 't'rie"" and the r6l'!lalning ono-halt :s.hall be paid int.o 
th0 G~n(;)ral Pund of the District in which th. land 18 locat~d. 

OrdimUlC6 112. of t t>J) PI'lPl,gO Connell And an:; and all Ordlrumee,e. and/or af!M'Jolu.t.ioM, 
or portiontJ thereof, r~g!n:,"ding the U5~ ~ tid o£:cupaney of ~rrib.:lllarxl8 by non-members 
of t be f'apf:t,go tribe are h"roby r(tseint:l , 

~~eetion X. - :srfeetivo D~te 
I 

. t'h18 Ordinance shall beCOlI1tt effective July 1. 1941. 

't"ha t"'-:n'll P'llll'"son A15 UlSea in t.his Ordinance ~h8.11 includo firm" ceJUpas.ny. at:ia0eiat.1on~ 
!::artnel"ah1p, or () Ocl"f,:;()l"[>.tion. \ 

'fhl.} t.,rm Tdbnl .Lnnd shallllleiUl r-oae"atlo~ lr>fldiJ under the e.ontrol of t.he r'a.pngo , 
Council to li;llch US(\) and occupancy (~uigrl.i1~ents)have Mt b'HJn made to 1li~.l,b@r8 or the 
fepu£.;(,) Tribe 01' Arizona. . 

The foregoing Crdinanco wall on Junl) 20, 19f.7 J duly enact~d by Q Vot.a of l!t 
for and Q ~{gainlJt, bythQ PUPA-go Council, purlSuant;, t.o authority vested in it bY 
3;:;ction J (a), Article V, or th" Conl:rt.it.ution of. th0 'fribet rs.tiri~d by t,h,a 'tribe 



-J-
I 
:on ;i0Ce4lbor 12, 1936, pur:mant. to ~()ctlol1 16 of thl) Act of June 18 .. 19J1." 
(1;[3 ~;tal',. 'iSi .. ). '::;i.iid 'C;cdir.a.nca is (ilffli.lcLi ....... u.s of tha dat.e of ita ap~:roval 
by t,h~ Zuporl1'ltenciont. of the Sella Agsncl, subject t.o ita reo1113ion by the 
S\fer~tarl of tho Interior f,ur.au;!'illt. to $eetion 6, ~;t"tlcl.., V, 01' w" COllatlt.ut.ion 
and 15r-lawQ ot t.h$ Papaao '~·l:'ibo. ' 

;\p~. ro,,~d :----!r .... -J_:: .. ~. _"'_! _~"'~''''' _ .... ' _i_' ___ _ 
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Land-Ten & Adq. 
_24X25452-47 

AIR MAIL 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Chicago 54, Illinois 

Dear Sir: 

Sells Indian Agency 
Sells, Arizona 

004 
064.1 

August 8, 1947 

we have your letter of August 4 regarding Ordinance No. 15 approved by 
me June 29, 1947. We agree that the change suggested would clarify the mean­
ing and intent of the Ordinancp.. It app~ars that the term "assignment" has 
been used in the past in connection with the use of lands by church and 
similar organization. 

In line with your suggestion my approval Ordinance No. 15 is subject to 
changing the work "assignment" to "lease" wherever it refers to non-memvers 
of the tribe. 

cc: District Director 
cc: Papago Tribal Council 

Sincerely yours, 

Moris Burge 
Superintnedent 



RES OLU'rlON 
OF THE 

PAPAGO come II. 

+ h 

TmmFOll'T~ rt~ IT W10tVED" i'Jhe:rov·~r +,ho Word (Aso..i.gnment) is usod) re£orr:L'16 
to permission to uso l£Uld~.r non!UGilloors of the trlbel tl'lEt word (Leane) be 
tu.bst1t.uted. 

The £o~going resol·xtion 'h'nS on Sei;:r.ru.n.l'Y' 6, 19JtS, duly enacted h-J a veto of 
JlJ....f.or m1.d ...Q... aeai1'lst, by tho T'llp,\'jO CotUloi~. pu.l."su.."J.'lt to authority"voat.ad 
in it b7 Section 4. of' Art.ic~ VIII,~o!' tho Ccnntitut.i.on ot the Moo" 
ratified by the Tribe on ljecrutoor 12, 1936, and approved b' the Secrate.ry of ,. 16 tIl! Werior (1!1 Ja:."u..'U"Y' 6, 19::t, pttroUt.'i.ut. to ~oet,ioll of t.he Acto£' June 
lS, 1934, (4{1 St~t. 9(4). Sc.id resolution :l.a effe·ctivo AS of the d~,!-'O of its 
spp:row.l by tho SUljer:L"ltondent. o.f Solla Agoncy, and is subject to the ra- , 
seionion by tm Socrotor-.{ ot the Interig1",. puruunnt "to Section 6, Arl,1cls V, 
of the Const1t..ui:.ion ar.d Dy-la.ws o! the'" apago 'l':.ibI'3. . " 

BY: 

l~"'-..AJf.rod C .. c..p.ro..i.~ • • ' • 
Alf'red G. Garic,:, Act:l.n;: Soc. &. Tl-'eas. 

" 

Ea/ At t.aoh to Ord. IllS 
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