
TITLE 26 - FINANCE

CHAPTER 1 - FINANCE CODE

ARTICLE 6 - SIGNATURES AND BANK ACCOUNTS

Legislative History: Resolution No. 190-88 “Reauthorizing Opening Of and Withdrawals from
Bank Accounts” was passed by the Council on July 15, 1988 and vetoed by the Nation’s
Chairman on July 18, 1988; veto was overridden by Resolution No. 191-88 on July 19, 1988;
signature authority was amended by Resolution No. 06-466 “Directing Development of Finance
Code and Authorizing Officials to Sign Negotiable Instruments on the Nation’s Behalf” effective
July 13, 2006. 
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RESOLUTION OF 'fHE TOHONO O'OnW\'H LEGISLATIVE l.-'CUnCIL 
(Reauthorizing Opening Of and Withdrawals from Bank A2C0ulltS) 

f 
2 WfEREAS r under the Constitution of the 'l'ohono o· oc:llaTIl l::-ir 1 .)E rhe 
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WHEREl-iB 

Treasurer of the Tohono 0' odham Hatio!!_ is charged Iii th 

the 8eceptanes, 

the Legislative C0uncil; and 

the Treasurer's position ha5 

year J the Le,}islative Council did Ill; h,=£.. HI.' _ 189 88 

establish the position of Chief Flnan~ial oftic~~ wich 

pres • .::ribed duties and respGnsibilities "fc.r receiving, 

safekeeping and disbursement of the iIdtiuJi' f:. innd,;. 

Also responsible for protecting the Nation's ifit~r6st in 

&11 financial matters." 

14 Hell) ·fIlEH.EfORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Legislative CouneLl that the 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to o~en 

and maintain such checking I savings or (,tl1e.r hanL ilU] 

c:.ccounts in the name and on behalf of the '1'·::>110i;.' II' .),1113m , 
Hation. 

19 BE I'1' F'UF.THER RESOLVED that, nnttl further orlier ot tnt.::; ,-'calB,' i. J I 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

any funds of the Tohono O'odham Nation deposited _in stlch 

5.ccounts be subject to Nitl1draHal or char;J€ fit iii-;\, lllh2 

upon checks, notes, drafts, bills of exchange. 

3.Gcept.ances I undertaJtings 01.- other tns1:rllments or :,)rOers 

for the pal'1l1ent when made, stgned,. drat·m, acce_pr.ed: ;,L· 

endorsed on behalf of the Tohono O'odham Hatten hV Bny 

26 two of the following officers, namely the Chief 

27 Financial Officer, the Chairman and Vice ('!1alrman of the 

28 Nation. 

29 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the secretary or any other officer of 

30 the Legislative Council from time to time in aftjce is 

31 ~uthorized to verify the names of the off Jeers Gf the 

:-12 LegislativE: Council and Executive DepartmerlT: and thei.l~ 
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signatures r and in case of any chan';re I:,f omy hoJder o.r 

hoIde:ts of any such office or off.ice s , thp fi'\ct '1f fmrh 

change and the names of any new ~ffir.ers ADd the nffices 

respe.cti ve.ly held by them, together v.i til Fpeci-men;:; of 

their signatures. 

The f'Jr>?go:i.ng resolution ll/aS passed by the Tohono (1' oc1hEl.llI ('onnei.l 
0;.'1. th'; 15th day of July ,19813 at. E1. meetin9::lt. Hh.i.':ch a quorum 
wa.s pre~5ent \'yith "-a---"',,''0te-''o'i 1,6QO.U for; ,/1 ;~~.mjnst; -.Q . ..:~ not. 
'1,)t h1g; and (H absent! pursuant.~o-the pOI'Fer", vested :in the 
(~(:'lmr~:i.l by Sect.j,on 1 (d) of l\rtJcle VI ':,:If th;::; Cr:>l'!l"t:i t'uti()l} of 
tl18 '.I.'chon!) 0' odham HatTon (-~dopted by the Tohonn CI' cd.ham Nat inn 
('11 ,Ja.nllal~Y 18, 1986 rand approYE·d t,y 1:11", l\ct i.nq PPI~lJt-T i\SSi.StRl1t 
':~'2Gre~ary Indian Affa:LI's (Opl?ratirms) 1111 Ilfl.n~l': G r 1~8G, 
Pt'J:suani~ tf) Section 16 of the Act nf ,.Tun,? .1.8, J?-:q (4::1 Si'a.t-.. 
9841, 

TOHONO O! ODH!~N LEG! FI..i\TIVE COUHCIL 

,<i 
, J C· Ii, ,_._, .. vv, 19 f8. 
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1\PPPOVED 
-IK. 

on th2 __ 1 '6 __ day of .. ___ .~J(:1J~~ ___ ._ .. __ ,I. 9~~'~, 
at __ Cl.5._YJ_ 0' clock r _fj. __ . H .. 

( I 

tV; DISAFPHOVED 

-;~-L:fi~o.C[!~i.4,----
EtL 13 J. {tRi\J'TC._SCO, ,JH, r dlairDF'U1 
TO>-IONO 0' CIDHA.H HA.'tICl.r·I 

Returned t.n the I.,egj slRtlve. Secretary on the ---J r~ _____ day of 

-------9~t!f--.. --.------' 19 __ if. .. , at _._'l.i-'l ___ . O'CJ.CCk.,.;f- _,l!. 

1l .. ./ 
__ . __ i!..1#.A-,/JJ~ ___ e.bp.~ ___ .. __ . 
T~re~. C~ygU~-~--­
Legislat:i.ve .Secrettary 
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RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO 0 I ODHAH LEGISLl\Tr:E COTHTCIf 
(Override Veto of Resolutions NO. 188-8B, 189-Bf, and 190-88) 

RES. Hi). 191-88 

WHEREI\.8, the Budget and Finance Committee of the Legislatnre, 
f 

(the Committ.ee), presented a report 1:<:; the 'rohol1o 

(I'odham Legi,slative (:ounc iT r (the 

cont.aining certain recommendatioIlS 

condition and status of the Tohona G'odham Nation's 

Financial System; and 

lmr~REA8, the LegisJ.ature, hy the enactment (;f Res(,li!LLons H,!. 

188--88, 189-,88, and .1 9 (I. fiB 

recommendations present::=,d by the Cummitte ''::. :,n,i 

WHEFEAS, upon presentation of HesolntioIlS 18Y·r3f ,-:lIld 

1l?O"88 toth,;:, Chairman of the Tohc.no 0' ndl1am Hati('1ll he 

\li.th his)bjections tn cl.c('c,raan(:E ~litb prov.isinUE of 

,'.'t' n0haIU Hation; and 

WHEHEl~d3, the Council has r.-ev:i.eNe;'l 

objec'ttollS:.inti a Hritten r,~butti'1J prepal'ed by!.he 

Committee, (see attached Finclilce 

COfillnttt.?e's r;:;spOl1se to the veto of re:s:)lll'l'l c ilF i 88··,118, 

189-88, and 190-88); and 

WHEREl\.S, after full consideration, the Leqjsl.El_ti'\'F.- ('aune]_} ar,Fl.in 

voted to pass Resolutions No. 188"8B, 189-88, and 190-

08. 

['1m'! r THEREFon~r BE I.T RESOLVED t.hat 

Legislative Council, does hereby overrld.'? t.lle Chatrman' s 

veto of Resolutions No. 18B-8B. 189-80, and 190-88, by a 

vote of t,Ho-thirds (2/3) of t.he vote:=:: cast, .L,Q}O:,Q . .::... 

The f')regoing resoluttoll ~qas passed by tlH~ TOl1(lll.O 0' odham Cotll1'~~ U, 
on the 19th day of July, 1988 at a meeting at which a quorum was 
present Njth a vote ' of- 1-;~86'. 5 for; 42,5 against; III . 0 nc~t 
voting; and 03 absent, --Dl:J)-OVERRIDE' the Chairman' S"V"2to of 
Resolution No .188-'88, 189--88 & 190-88~ pursuant to the pONers 
vesr.ed i.n t.he--Counc.il --.~Seci~iol1 .'J of hrti.ch~ VIr pf t-he 
consti tutlon of the Tohono 0' Odham Nattoll, adopted I' '{ l'he '!"',hiliiO 

(l'OC1.haffi Natton on ,January 18, 1986 and appruvell J)V the Actinq 
Deputy Assistant Secretary - Indian Affail's (Operi'·l Jons) C)!l !lanJl 
6, 19£·(:, PllL3U,3nt tn Sectinn 16 nf tIl:;' .Act of ,T1in~' 'It:, lql~ !~j8 
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REB. NO. 191--88 
( 0\';3rr ide -'Veto of Resolutions No. !.~.8.~~.:.~.~, lJ!.~:~!?~ I and ). q (~~.~.!3. ) 
p age 'I'~IO (2) 

'l'OHONO 0' GDBAN I,EGI8LATIVF COlTHCIl, 

_~m~C~. ______ .... 
Ten?sa IC'-fOY9UhW j) egisl3.t ive Secrel~ary 

,Ltt>i day Of_ff-_-.-._, 19 .. _ if .... 

Said Resolution was submitted for approval to the office of the 
Ch'eLi.rman af the Tahono 0 I odham Nation on the / qf,i day ;'l f 
__ ' ... _'. __ ·'.".CldJv _._._. ____ .' 19 __ '6_l ___ , at ._. ____ 3 . .5 :i-'-i)'c'rOck; J~-, II. , 
pursuant to~he provisions of Section 5 of Artj~le VII of the 
constit.ution and ~"Jll become effect:i..,re llpon hJs 3pproval'J]: npun 
hj 5 t:ailuI'13 to either approve. or disapprove i 1- H:i.thi n 4 g hours of 
subm.Htal. 

TOHONO o· ODHAH LEGI;of.,Yi.TilE CCHTl'j,"IL 

}U'PHOVED S" 1 q . 
I ··:_f, 

DI31~PPROVED 

_._'7_l!_[ ... t.· .. 1.. __ R?turued to the Legislative Secretary on the ~I day ot ___ --j;t-______ ' 19 --iX..., at __ Z_: 57 __ (I' clocJ~; 

Ter~llY~---
Legislative Secr·t ry 

.-Lf_,H. 



RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Directing Development of Finance Code and Authorizing Officials to Sign Negotiable 

Instruments on the Nation's Behalt) 

RESOLUTION NO. 06-466 

1 WHEREAS, the Constitution ofthe Tohono O'odhamNation vests the Tohono 0' odhamLegislative 

2 Council with broad legislative and fiscal powers, including the power "to manage any 

3 funds within the exclusive control ofthe Tohono 0' odhamNation, including proceeds 

4 derived from lands and resources of the Tohono O'odham Nation" (Constitution, 

5 Article VI, Section l(d)(2»; and 

6 WHEREAS, the Nation's Chairperson is vested by Article VII, Section 2 ofthe Constitution with the 

7 power to "oversee the implementation of all laws, ordinances, resolutions and rules 

8 made by the Tohono 0' odham Council," to "exercise all other powers delegated to him 

9 by the Tohono O'odham Council," and to "oversee the administration and 

10 management of the government in accordance with an administrative plan adopted 

11 by the Tohono O'odham Council" (Constitution, Article VII, Section 2(c), (d), and (a»; 

12 and 

13 WHEREAS, although the Legislative Council Budget and Finance Committee is in the process of 

14 developing a Finance Code that will clarify the power of various Nation's officials to 

15 execute contracts, sign other documents and instruDlents, and to exercise certain 

16 fiscal powers, current law requires that any funds deposited in the Nation's accounts 

17 be subject to withdrawal or charge upon checl[s or other instruments "when made, 

18 signed, drawn, accepted, or endorsed on behalf of the Tohono 0' odhamNation by any 

19 two of the following officers, namely the Chief Financial Officer, the Chairman and 

20 Vice Chairman of the Nation" (Resolution No. 190-88, veto overridden by Resolution 

21 No. 191-88); and 

22 WHEREAS, as a matter of practice, the Nation has historically issued payroll, per diem, travel, 

23 reimburselDent, and other checl[s bearing the signatures of both the Nation's 

24 Chairperson and Vice Chairperson; and 

25 WHEREAS, subsequent to the passage of Resolution No. 190-88, the Nation's Chief Financial 

26 Officer position was eliminated; and 

27 WHEREAS, with the recent resignation of Vice Chairman Ned Norris, Jr., there is no elected official 

28 currently authorized to serve as a second signatory on the Nation's checl[S as required 

29 by law; and 



RESOLUTION NO. 06-466 
(Directing Development of Finance Code and Authorizing Officials to Sign Negotiable Instruments on the 
Nation's Behalt) 
Page20f4 

1 WHEREAS, the position of the Nation's Treasurer remains vacant and significant concerns have 

2 been raised concerning the organization, staffing, and performance of the Office of the 

3 Treasurer; and 

4 WHEREAS, it is essential to implement internal controls and establish clear lines of authority to 

5 prevent incidents of fiscal mismanagement; and 

6 WHEREAS, it is therefore in the Nation's best interest to amend Resolution No. 190-88 to identify 

7 those officials who, in addition to the Nation's Chairperson, are vested with the 

8 authority to sign the Nation's checli.:s and other negotiable instruments; and 

9 WHEREAS, pursuantto Resolution No. 83-88, "Adoption of Budget and Finance Committee's Plan 

10 of Operation," the Legislative Council Budget and Finance Committee is delegated the 

11 power to "review and recommend legislative measures or action to the Legislative 

12 Council ... approving the expenditure of public funds or fiscal resources of the Nation" 

13 and measures or actions affecting "the establishment of bani.: accounts for, and the 

14 deposit or expenditure of public monies" and funds (Plan of Operation, Section 

15 1(b)(1)); and 

16 WHEREAS, the Budget and Finance Committee has consulted with the full Council, the Nation's 

17 Chairwoman, and the Accounting Department concerning the need for authorizing 

18 two officials to sign all chec1.:s issued by the Nation; and 

19 WHEREAS, based onits review, the Budget and Finance Committee recommends thattheNation's 

20 checks and other negotiable instruments bear the signature of both the Nation's 

21 Chairperson and Vice Chairperson and that, in the event of a vacancy in the office of 

22 the Nation's Vice Chairperson, that such instruments bear the signature of the 

23 Chairperson of the Nation and the Chairperson ofthe Tohono O'odham Legislative 

24 Council Budget and Finance Committee. 

25 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Tohono 0' odham Legislative Council that the Budget 

26 and Finance Committee is directed, in consultation with the Accounting Department, 

27 Office of the Treasurer, and the chief administrative officers of the Nation's three 

28 branches of government, to develop a Finance Code to protect the Nation's financial 

29 integrity while allowing business to be conducted in an efficient and timely manner. 



RESOLUTION NO. 06-466 
(Directing Development of Finance Code and Authorizing Officials to Sign Negotiable Instruments on the 
Nation's Behalf) 
Page 3 of4 

1 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tohono 0' odham Legislative Council that the Finance Code shall 

2 contain provisions governing budget development, approval, and administration; 

3 accounting and financial statements; procurement; Indian Preference in the 

4 acquisition of goods and services; contracting; grant funding; audits and internal 

5 controls; signature authority, property management and disposal; and all other 

6 matters the Budget and Finance Committee deems necessary. 

7 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tohono 0' odham Legislative Council that the second resolved 

8 clause in Resolution No. 190-88 is hereby amended and replaced to read as follows: 

9 "BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council that (1) any 

10 funds of the Tohono O'odham Nation deposited in such accounts be subject to 

11 withdrawal or charge at any time upon checks, notes, drafts, bills of exchange, 

12 acceptances, undertakings or other instruments or orders forpayment(collectively, 

13 "negotiable instruments") when made, signed, drawn, accepted, or endorsed on 

14 behalf of the Tohono O'odham Nation by both the Nation's Chairperson and Vice 

15 Chairperson, who shall be the designated signatories ofthe Nation for that purpose, 

16 (2) in the eventthatthe position ofthe Nation's Vice Chairman is vacant as defined 

17 in the Constitution and laws ofthe Nation, the Chairperson ofthe Tohono O'odham 

18 Legislative Council Budget and Finance Committee shall serve as the second 

19 designated signatory ofthe Nation on negotiable instruments, and (3) the signature 

20 of the two officials identified herein are required to constitute the authorized 

21 signature ofthe Nation on any negotiable instruments issued by the Nation. 

22 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council thatithereby (1) ratifies the 

23 signatures on checli:s issued by the Nation from June 28, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. until the 

24 effective date of this Resolution and (2) authorizes the Nation's Chairwoman to act as 

25 the sole signatory on checl(:s issued by the Nation until such time that the second 

26 signature authorized by this Resolution is implemented. 

27 The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono 0' odham Legislative Council on the 12TH
. Day 

28 of JULY, 2006 at a meeting at which a quorum was present with a vote of 1,589.0 FOR; 758.45 
29 AGAINST: 93.35 NOT VOTING: and [02) ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the Council by 
30 Article VI, Section 1 (d) and (1) ofthe Constitution ofthe Tohono O'Odham Nation, adopted by the 
31 Tohono O'Odham Nation on January 18, 1986; and approved by the Acting Deputy Assistant 
32 Secretary - Indian Affairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section 16 ofthe Act of June 
33 18,1934 (48 Stat. 984). 
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TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

~~~~~.-___ ,2006 

ATTEST: 

Lucille Lopez, Actih.gegislative Secretary 

I~}f day of ,.;JiJJ/' , 2006. 

Said Resolution was submitted for app~al to the office of the Chairwoman of the Tohono 
O'Odham Nation on the 1-::z.,1'\1- day of , 2006at .:2:/0 o'clocl .. ,~.M., 
pursuant to the provisions ~fSection ; of ~ile Constitution and will become effective 
upon her approval or upon her fanure to either approve or disapprove it within 48 hours of 
submittal. 

TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

It/APPROVED ,2006 

I ] DISAPPROVED 

TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION 

41 Returned to the Legislative Secretary on the /1- day of 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

47 

---~-""-'--'--fl-----' 2006, at /2./3 o'clocl .. , L.M. 


