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Legislative History: Ordinance No. 4, establishing the Rodeo and Fair Association, was enacted 
by the Papago Council on January 7, 1939 and approved by the Sells Indian Agency 
Superintendent on January 7, 1939; amended by Resolution No. 37-79, which was enacted by the 
Papago Council on May 11, 1979. 
 
Related Legislation: Resolution No. 98-026, "Authorization for Use of Proceeds and Revenues 
Derived from the Nation's Annual Rodeo and Fair, " was approved January 26, 1998. 
 



.' OPJ)INANCE OF THE PAPAGO COUNCIL 

No. 4 

An ordinance to authorize an association for the purpose of holding an annual fair, 

livestock show, and rodeo at Sells Agency; to provide for the government of said. 

association, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Papago cOlIDcil in regular meeting On! January 7, 1937: 

Section No. 1 NAl-1E OF ASSOCIATION: There is hereby authorized an organization composed 

of the -Papago Tribe to be known as "The Papago Fair and Rodeo Association", here-

after referred to as the association. 

Section No. 2 MANAGEMENT: .The 'affairs of the association shall be managed by a Board 

of Directors, composed of five members of the tribe, who shall be appointed by the 

Papago COlIDcil to serve during good behavior. Imnediatley after appointment, the 

Board of Directors_ shall proceed to elect from within its membership, a chainnan, a 

secretary, and treasurer. 

SEction No. 3 P01\IER AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECWRS 

The Board of Directors of the Assoscation shall: 

(A) Fix tt.~e opening and closing dated for each annual "Papago Fair, Livestock ShO'iv, 

and Rodeo" 

(B) Establish suitabal departments in the fair, livestock shO'iV and rodeo as needed, 

to insure orderly growth and progress and appoint personnel to supervise the 

work of the several depart:ments, provided; :that in the event it is desired to 

utilized the services of regular personnel, the approval of the superintendent 

shall first be obtained. 

(C) Prepare an annual budget of funds requires to carry on the work of the Association 

not less than 90 days prior to the·opening date of the Fair. 

CD) Fix admission hcarges, control th~ saie of concessions, and determine the general 

policy of the Association. 

(E) Select permanent grolIDds suitable for housing and holding all departments of the 

Association contiguously, and plan and make recommendations for construction of 
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(E) adequate facilities for carrying on the work of the assocation and to have 

custody of all such facilities. 

(F) To approve all e..xpenditures from the treasury of ,the Association prior to 

disbursement by the treasurer. 

(CD To make such other lLlles and regulations, consistent with existing applicable Iffiv 

and regulations, as maybe necessary for the proper functioning of the Association 

(H) To contract for and operate legal amusement devices to assist in rnakeing the 

Association self-supporiting. 

Section No. 4 DUTIES OF ASSOCmTION OFFICERS 

(A) The Chairmm, when present, shall preside at meetings of the Board and shall 

vote only in case of a tie. 
I 

(B) The secretarJ'shall keep the minutes of all meetings of the Board of Directors, 

conduct all Associatio~ coresspondence 

trasacted. , 

and keep an accurate record of all business 
) 

(C) The treasurer of the Papago Fair' and Rodeo Association shall accept, receipt, 

for, keep, and safeguard all funds of the Association. He shall deposit all such 
, 

funds in the name of ,the Association, subject to his checking acco1mt, 

in a bank insured by the Federal Deposit Insuarance Corporation, and. located in 

Tucson, Arizona, to be selected by the Board of Directors and shall make and 

preserve a faithful record of such funds and shall report on all receipts and 

expenditures and the 'arrount and nature of all funds in his possession or custody, 

to the Board of Directors of the Association, at meetings of the Board, or at 

such other times as request by the Board, his reports to be in writing an matters 

of record. He shall give a satisfactory surety bond ot the AssociatiQn~inthe 

sum of $2,000.00 and shall not payor other wise disburse any funds in the. 

possession or custody of the Fapago Fair and Rodeo. Association except ~men 

I 
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(C) properly authorized to do so by resolution duly passed by the Board of Directors 

of the Assocaition. 

(D) The books and records of the treasurer of the Association shall be audited at 

least ones a year by a cornpetentauditor en~loyed by the Papago Council, and 

at such other times as the Papago Cour1.cil, the Bdard of Driectors of the Associa-

tion, or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. may directs. 

Section No. 5 MEETINGS 

Meetings of the Board of Directors of the Association shall be held on call- of the 
I 

Chairman, or by IIDtual~finnent of 4 qUOD.IDl. 

No business shall be trans~cted by the Baord of Directors unless a quorum is present. 

A quorum shall consist of a majority of the, Board 6f- Directors 

Section No. 6 A7vJENl)EMENT OF OHDlNAl'1CE NO. 3 

Ordirurnce No.3, approved April 3, 1938, is hereby amended to permit the Board of 
:, 

Directors of the Papago Fair and Rodeo Ass'ociation) to issue licences and collect fees 

'on all concession and business enterprises operated during, and on theground& of the 

Annual Papago Fair, Livestock Show and Rodeo, at Sells Agency. 

Section No. 7 REVOLVING Fut;ID 

All contributions, admission fees, concession fees, receipts from Association-operated 

amusement devices and concessions, entry fees and miscelleneous collections and 

receipts, shall be promptly deposited in the designated depositary, to the credit of 

the Association, and shall be available for expenditure under proper authorization 

of the Board of Directors, for carrying out the purposes of this ordinance. 

Section No. 8 AUTHORITI FOR USE OF TRIBAL FUNDS 

There is herby authorized to appropriated, out of any money in the Tribal Treasury 
\ 

not otherwise appropriated; such srnms an maybe necessary for the purpose of carrying 

out the purposes of this ordinance, including the construction of suitable fair, 

livestock show, and rodeo, facilities. 

The foregoing Ordinance was on January 7, ,1939, duly enacted by a vote of 16 for 1 againis 
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by the Papago Council pursuant to authority vested in it by Seciton 2 (e) and 3(a), 

Article V of the Constitution to the Tribe, ratified by the Tribe on December 12, 1938, 

purSDaDt to Section 16 of the Act of June 18, 1934, (48 Stat. 984). Said Ordinance is 

effective as of the date of its approval by .the Superintendent of Sells Agency, subject 

to reccission by the Secretary of the Interior vursuant to Section 6, Article V of 
I 

the Constitution and By-Laws of the Papago Tribe. 

THE PAPAGO COUNCIL 

/s/ Jose Igancio 

ATIEST: 

/s/ Ida N. Wilson 
IdaN . Hilson, S~e-c-r-et-a-rv-J----- .1 

) 

APPROVED: 

/s/ P. B. Hall 
P.B. Hall, Superintendent 

Ordinance No.4 Jan. 7, 1939, approved by Secretary of the Interior on March 29, 1939 

.Se Articel V. Cection 2(e) and 3(a) Constitution. 



RESOLUTION OF THE PAPAGO TRIBE 
(Rodeo & Fair) 

RES. NO. 37-79 

~~EREAS, Ordinance Number 4 of the Papago Tribe, enacted by the 
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27 

Papago Council on January 7, 1939, authorized the Papago 

Fair and Rodeo Assc:iation, the affairs of which were to 

be'managed by a Board of Directors, the members of which 

were appointed by the Papago Council. 

the Ordinance states among other provisions, the powers 

and duties of the Board of Directors to conduct annually 

an event called the Papago Fair, Livestock Show, and Rodeo. 

Section 4(e) of the said Ordinance states: "The Treasurer 

of the Papago Fair and Rodeo Association shall accept, 

receipt for, keep, and safeguard all funds of the As

sociation. He shall deposit all such funds in the name 

of the Association, subject to his checking account,in a 

bank insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 

and located in Tucson, Arizona, to be selected by the 

Board of Directors, and shall make and preserve a faithful 

record of such funds and shall report on all receipts and 

expenditures and the amount and nature of all funds in his 

possession or custody, to the Board of Directors of the 

Association, at meetings of the Board, or at such other 

times as requested by the Board, his reports to be in 

writing and matters of record. He shall give a satisfacto y 

surety bond to the Association in the Sum of $2,000.00, 

and shall not payor otherwise disburse any funds in the 

possession or custody of the Papago Fair and Rodeo Associ-

ation except when properly authorized to do so by resoluti n 

duly passed by the Board of Directors of the Association .. ' 

2 EREAS, Section 7 of said Ordinance states: "All contributions, 

29 admission fees, concession fees, receipts from Association 

30 operated amusement devices and concessions, entry fees, 

31 and miscellaneous coLLections and receipts, shall be promp 

32 deposited in the designated depositary, to the cre!dit of t e 

'i ;. 
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Association and shall be available for expenditure under 

proper authorization of the Board of Directors, for 

carrying out the purposes of this ordinance ...... " 

EREAS, the Papago Rcdeo and Fair had been established by the 

Papago Council as an activity of the Papago Tribe, wholly-

owned and operated explicitly for the welfare, morals, an 

benefits of the Papago people. That an activity duly 

authorized and established as an entity of the Papago 

Tribe of necessity must operate according to its Ordinances/ 

Resolutions, to include accountability for funds, equipme t 

and other assets, 

12 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that any and all funds on hand, on depos'ts 

13 

14 

15 

16 
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28 

29 
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31 

32 

in seperate checking accounts and/or savings accounts or 

invested in any securities, bearing the names 

Fair and Rodeo Association, any member of its Board of 

Director and/or Roedo and Fair, be immediately placed und r 

the custody of the Treasurer of the Papago Tribe. 

that any and all funds received incident to the annual 

Papago Fair, Livestock Show, and Rodeo be promptly turned 

into the Treasurer of the Papago Tribe for deposit to the 

Tribal General Fund Checking Account, and that all funds 

received by and administrative and operating expenses in-

curred by or on behalf of the Papago Rodeo and Fair act-

ivity be accounted for by the Tribal Treasurer in the sam 

manner as for other Tribal-owned funds. That, the pro

visions of this Resolution are controlling where they 

contravene any Ordinances/Resolutions enacted by the Papa 0 

Council, those affecting fund management and accountabiliy 

by Rodeo and Fair activity, Fair and Rodeo Association, 

and/or its Board of Directors. 
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, I 
1 iThe foregoing Resolution was duly enacted by the Papago Council on I 

Ithe 11th. day of Hay, 1979, at a meeting at which a quorum was 
2 lpresent with a vote of 878.5 for; 0 against; 186.5 not ' 

I
'lvoting; and 2 aUsAnt, pursuant to the authority vested in thel 

3 ,Council by Section 4 (a) of Article I of the Constitution and By- II 

!Laws of the Papago Tribe as amended, ratified by the Papago Tribe . 
4 Ion December 12, 1936, and approved by the Secretary of the Interior 

I
on January 6, 1937, pursuant to Section 16 of the Act of June 18, 

5 1934 (48 Stat. 984). Said Resolution is not subjec~ to review by 
lithe Secretary of Interior and is effective as of the date of its 

61enactment by the Papago Council. 

7 I THE PAPAGO COUNCIL 
I 

81 
" 

9 1 

11ax H. HorrlS, Vlce Chc'ttrman 

10 

11 

12 

13 
ATE: ~ 11/ If'79 
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RESOLUTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISlATIVE COUNCIL 
(Authorization for use of Proceeds and Revenues derived from the Nation's 

1 Annual Rodeo & Fair) 

2 

RESOLUTION NO. 98-026 

the Tohono O'odham Nation Rodeo & Fair Committee (Committee) 

has conducted the Nation's annual rodeo & fair and related events 

held under the supervision of the Committee, with funds 

authorized and appropriated by the Nation; and 

funding appropriated by the Nation provides a funding base, for 

which the Committee operates the annual event; and 

the Committee has solicited sponsorships and donations to 

supplement funds budgeted for the Committee; and 

such sponsorships and donations provide not only funding support 

for the Committee in its efforts to plan and conduct the annual 

rodeo & fair but also are of benefit to the businesses and 

organizations providing sponsorship and donations, as it provides 

advertising and public relations value; and 

the Committee and the Nation wish to continue providing 

advertising and public relations opportunities for the Nation and 

businesses and organizations by continuing to solicit and welcome 

sponsorships and donations; and 

the Committee will utilize funds received by sponsorships and 

donations to subsidize costs and expenses for the rodeo & fair and 

related activities; and 

other events and activities held before and during the rodeo & fair 

also generate income for the Nation, including but not limited to 

parking fees, carnival proceeds, vendor fees and other sales; and 
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(Authorization for use of Proceeds and Revenues derived from the Nation's 

1 Annual Rodeo & Fair) 
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2 

3 WHEREAS, the Committee is seeking authorization from the Legislative 

4 

5 

Council to allow the Committee to utilize any and all funds received 

from sponsors, donors and sales. 

6 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Legislative 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Council does authorize the Chairman of the Nation and the Rodeo 

& Fair Committee to utilize and expend any and all funds received 

from sponsors, donors and sales to supplement funds allocated by 

the Nation. The accounting of all funds received be maintained by 

the Nation's Accounting Department. 

The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono 0' odham Council on the 
13 23RD. day of JANUARY • 1998 at a meeting at which a quorum was present with a 
14 vote ofl.927.0 FOR; -0- AGAINST; -0- NOT VOTING; andlD.Sl ABSENT, pursuant to 

the powers vested in the Council by Section 1 (d)(2) of Article VI of the 
15 Constitution of the Tohono O'Odham Nation, adopted by the Tohono O'Odham 

Nation on January 18, 1986~ and approved by the Acting Deputy Assistant 
16 Secretary - Indian AtTairs (Operations) on March 6,1986, pursuant to Section 16 

of the Act of June 18, 1934(48 Stat. 984). 
17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 ATTEST: 

2 

26 

27 

28 

TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

Dennis Ramon, Legislative hairman 

.~ ~ '8-.,l~ -- day OfLW\\.% ~\\ \ 
--.s 

,19 "12& 

. -

,19 9J: 
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2 

3 Said Resolution was submitted for approval to the ppice of the Chairman of the 
4 Tohono O'Odham Nation on the ~ 10 I:D day of \h ' 1'l9'b at 

11~5( o'clock, 1L-.M., pursuant to the provisions ofS ction S·· Article VII of the 
5 Constitution and will become effective upon his approval or upon his failure to 
6 either approve or disapprove it within 48 hours of submittal. 
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12 

13 
14 9Q APPROVED 

15 [ I DISAPPROVED 

16 

17 
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19 

20 

21 

TOHONO O'ODHAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

F) Q.. Dennis Ramon, Legislative hairman 

EDWARIYD. UEL, Chairman 
TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION 

I 
i 

22 Returned to the Legislative Secretary on the .;;l ?-at. day of 

--iF-'--'-'-----'..,.;;;.::......=::~:----, 19 q? , at g.' -S-S- o'clock, ~.M. 23 
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